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PROCEEDINGS 


North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance, 


EIGHTH     ANNUAL    SESSION, 


August  14  and  15,  1894. 


Greensboro,  N.  C.   August  14,  1894. 

The  State  Alliance  was  called  to  order  promptly  at  10 
a.  m.,  on  Tuesday,  August  14,  1894,  by  President  James 
M.  Mewboorne.  Vice-President  Bridgers  being  absent  on 
account  of  sickness,  Bro.  A.  C.  Shuford  was  appointed 
by  President  Mewboorne  to  fill  the  Vice-President's  chair 
for  this  meeting  of  the  State  Alliance.  Bro.  J.  T.  B. 
Hoover  was  appointed  Chaplain,  Bro.  Speight,  the  Chap- 
lain, being  absent  on  account  of  sickness.  Brothers  T. 
B.  Lindsay  and  J.  W.  Denmark  were  appointed  to  assist 
the  Doorkeeper  in  purging  the  house. 

After  prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  the  following  committee 
on  Credentials  was  appointed:  A.  PL  Paddison,  L.  Dil- 
lahunt  and  J.  D.  Meares. 

A  report  of  committee  on  Credentials  showed  a  ma- 
jority of  County  Alliances  represented. 

Bro.  W.  A.  Graham  moved  that  all  resolutions  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  proper  committee  without  debate.  Motion 
carried. 

A  motion  for  order  of  session  of  State  Alliance  was 
made  and  carried,  as  follows:  To  meet  daily  at  9  a.  m., 
idjourn  1  p.  in.  ;   meet  at  3  p.  m.  and  adjourn  on   motion. 
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Motion  was  made  by  Bro.  J.  W.  Denmark  that  remain- 
der of  morning  session  be  devoted  to  hold  an  experience 
meeting.      Carried. 

The  Secretary  was  ordered  to  call  the  roll  by  counties, 
Quite  a  number  of  the  delegates  responded  to  the  call  of 
the  counties,  and  one  of  the  most  entertaining  and  interest- 
ing hours  of  the  session  was  passed,  though  many  were 
not  called  on  for  want  of  time. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  named  commit- 
tees, and  the  names  of  members  for  each,  as  follows  : 


On  Publication  of  Reports — J.  W.  Denmark,  Dr.  J.  F.  Han-ell. 
Dr.  C.  Thompson,  George  Cannon,  A.  J.  Hudson,  Jr.,  Marion  Butler. 

On  Demands  and  Resolutions — Dr.  J.  E.  Person,  A.  W.  Owens. 
A.  S.  Thompson,  W.  R.  Creech,  A.  D.  K.  Wallace,  J.  B.  Smith,  S.  A. 
Earnhardt. 

On  Business  Agency — j.  Y.  llamrick,  J.  J.  Purvis,  C.  P.  Simi 
E.  Hodges,  A.  Grant,  J.  J.  Wiklep,  V.  A<  Wilson,  S.  B.  Newton, 
Bumgarner. 

On  Constitution  and  By-Laws — N.  C.  English,  A.  R.  Holmes 
|  Pringle,  J.  J.  Brinson,  W.  II.  Davis,  M.  W.  White,  J.    S.-'Jones 
Kerr,  W.  A.  Moore,  A.  W.  Snell,  Major  W.  A.  Graham. 

On  Labor  Exchange — Dr.  ].  E.  Person,  A  D.  K.  AVallace,  Rev.  J. 
t.  B.  Hoover,  W.  H.  Worth,  A.  C.  Shuford,  T.  B.  Lindsay,  Dr.  J.  F. 
Harrell,  J.  D.  Mears,  Dr.  C.  Thompson,  C.  P.  Simmons. 

On  Manufacturing— J.  W.  Denmark,  Dr.  J.  E.  Person,  J.  B.  Lloyd. 
John  Brady,  Major  W.  A.  Graham,  W.  H.  Davis,  J.  A.  Waller. 

Adjourned  i  p.  m.  per  special  order. 


.TUESDAY— Evening  Session. 

The  State  Alliance  was  called  to  order  promptly  at  3 
p.  m.,  by  President  Mewboorne. 

The  address  of  the  President  to  this  body  was*  called 
for  and  read,  and  is  as  follows  : 
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Dear  Brethren: — The  eighth  annual  session  of  the  State  Alliance 
here;  and  while  delegates  and  officers  bring  with  them  peace  and 
congratulations,  one  for  another,  anticipated  harmony  and  a  thank  offer- 
ing to  the  Almighty  for  the  preservation  of  life  and  the  promising  out- 
look of  a  bounteous  harvest,  yet  we,  as  husbandmen,  find  ourselves  under 
a  financial  burden  almost  too  grievious  to  be  borne. 

After  having  co-operated  so  hopefully  with  the  Lord  of  Heaven — He 
graciously  giving  sunshine  and  showers,  and  we,  through  Him,  the 
labor — it  is  indeed  sad  to  know  that  by  a  ruthless  and  robber  monetary 
system  the  greater  part  of  this  vast  wealth  must  part  from  us  into  the 
hands  of  corporate  greed,  without  sufficient  remuneration  to  insure  to 
us — only  in  name — the  precious  boon  of  the  American  Constitution,  *** 
"Liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness." 


'Man's  inhumanity  to  man 

Makes  countless  thousands  mourn." 


And  surely,  if  during  the  administration  of  our  past  Presidents — nota- 
bly, those  of  Presidents  Alexander  and  Carr — it  was  ascertained  that 
we  were  "beaten  with  rods,"  it  is  but  a  galling  truth  to-day  that  we 
sire  "whipped  with  scorpions." 

It'  by  diligent  inquiry  in  sundry  Supreme  Councils  it  was  found  that 
certain  and  divers  oppressors  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  had  gradually 
and  clandestine! v,  through  legislation,  obtained  the  power  of  oppres- 
sion, and  the  "Alliance  Demands"  the  remedy,  how  much  more  do  we 
now  see  and  feel  the  iron  heel  of  these  same  who  are  embolden  by  a 
long  lease  of  power  to  set  at  open  defiance  and  flagrantly  ignore  the  dis- 
organized people? 

In  full  view  of  the  march  of  this  downward  procession  to  inevitable 
ruin,  many  of  the  members  of  the  Farmers1  Alliance — which  was  insti- 
tuted for  resistance  to  this  downward  course — have  grown  faint-hearted, 
''hung  their  harps  on  the  willows,"  and  will  no  more  sing  of  their  be- 
loved Jerusalem,  because  of  the  fact  that  to-day  they  are  in  a  strange 
land.  But  my  brethren,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  there  are  yet  twenty 
thousand  of  as  good,  true,  noble  and  patriotic  sons  as  North  Carolina 
ever  had,  who,  like  Daniel,  the  grand  hero  of  the  Bible,  have  set  their 
faces  towards  the  Temple,  and  in  spite  of  the  threats  of  their  adver- 
saries, are  praying  and  battling  for  the  deliverance  of  the  people.  They 
yet  believe  that  their  "Demands,"  enacted  into  law,  is  their  only  salva- 
tion, and  that  the  perpetuity  of  their  government  is  dependent  upon 
that  freedom  and  happiness  which  they  only  can  give.  While  there  is 
nothing  in  our  law  that  dictates  to  any  member  how  he  shall  vote,  or 
with  which  party  to  affiliate,  yet  they  believe  that  it  is  their  prerogative 
and  their  duty  to  vote  for  those  who  hold  to  their  "Demands,"  and  will 
enact  them  into  law\ 
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Let  us  ever  strive  to  wrest  our  government  from  the  hands  of  our 
oppressors,  and  give  it  back  to  the  people-,  where  it  belongs. 

History,  remote  and  near,  has  proven  that  the  ills  which  befall  a 
nation  fall  heavier  on  the  laboring  and  producing  classes  than  any  other, 
and  it  mattars  not  how  glorious  may  have  been  the  equality  in  the  start, 
by  cruel  and  unequal  laws,  the  tendency  all  along  is  toward  vassalage, 
and  in  many  instances  an  ultimate  and  sad  reality.  Men  in  this  condi- 
tion, either  in  tendency  or  reality,  have  not  power,  on  account  of  pov- 
erty, or  influence  on  account  of  the  subjection  that  circumstances  require 
of  the  vassal  to  his  lord ;  these  things  having  weakened  the  many  have 
made  strong  the  few  and,  when  a  beneficent  government  gives  them  the 
privilege,  and  the  Farmers'  Alliance  the  education  to  vote,  yet  they  are 
slow  to  exercise  their  franchise  to  the  extent  of  driving  the  "money 
changers  from  the  Temple,"  who  are  the  sole  cause,  oneway  or  another, 
of  all  their  ills. 

If  these  things  are  so,  then  reformation  on  this  line  must  be  slow. 
While  I  would  not  ask  you  to  change  your  position,  or  relax  your 
hold  from  the  obtaining  of  your  rights  due  you  from  your  government, 
I  do  insist,  that  you,  as  an  organized  body,  here  and  now,  make  diligent 
inquiry,  and  ascertain  if  it  is  not  possible  for  you,  of  yourselves,  and' by 
yourselves,  to  do  for  yourselves  in  part  the  very  things  you  ask  the  gov- 
ernment to  do  for  you. 

You  ask  for  "A  currency,  safe,  sound  and  flexible."  Can  you  not,  by 
a  check  system,  exchange  your  labor  as  well  as  Wall  Street  does  it 
for  you  with  a  check  system,  thereby  having  something  which  repre- 
sents currency  as  "Safe,  sound,  and  as  flexible"  as  that  issued  by  gov- 
ernment? Can  you  not  put  a  Sub-treasury  not  only  in  every  county, 
but  in  every  neighborhood?  Can  you  not,  with  proper  organization, 
build  railroads  for  the  transportation  of  your  products,  and  telegraph 
and  telephone  lines  to  carry  your  messages.,  and  own  and  control  them  ? 
Can  we  not,  so  far  as  labor  is  concerned,  forever  settle  the  tariff  ques- 
tion by  establishing  factories  for  manufacturing  our  own  products? 
Who  can  put  ships, on  every  sea  stronger,  greater,  or  swifter  than  labor 
itself?  Can  Wall  Street  or  even  the  government  itself?  Why  should 
either,  when  neither  could  exist  for  a  moment  but  for  the  wealth  which 
labor  produces? 

Let  us  not  only  "attack  the  fort  on  the  Rhine,"  but  march  directly 
into  the  enemy's  country  and  fight  him  on  his  own  ground,  and  with 
his  own  ways.  The  check  system  is  one  of  the  ways  of  the  enemy ;  let 
us  adopt  it,  and  march  on  to  victory. 

I  call  your  attention  to  the  system  known  as  the  "  Labor  Exchange," 
and  ask  you  to  appoint  a  wise  committee  to  make  inquiry  into  this  sys- 
tem, and  report  at  this  meeting. 

.  Our  Business  agency  is   the   right  arm   of  the   Alliance.     It   must  be 

patronized  by  the  membership;  not  only  by  buying  but  by   selling  their 

-products  through  it.     In   order  to  do  this   the  Agency   must  be   made 
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convenient — broughfas  it  were  to  their  doors — and  constantly  inviting 
their  trade.  While  I  do  not  suggest  Alliance  stores,  I  do  insist  that 
depots,  as  many  at  least  as  ten  or  fifteen,  be  established  throughout  the 
State  on  some  plan,  so  that  this  trading  can  be  conveniently  had  through 
the  Business  Agency  at  head  quarters. 

Will  not  the  Labor  Exchange  do  it?  Will  not  the  check  system  keep 
up  our  trading,  and  the  exchanging  of  our  products  as  well  when  money 
is  scarce  as  when  plentiful  ? 

Let  us  do  something  for  the  upbuilding  of  our  order.  Let  us  do 
something  to  directly  benefit  our  oppressed  people,  even  if  we  have  to 
commence  at  the  very  beginning  to  establish  a  better  convenience  for 
our  brethren  to  trade.  Can  we  not  put  into  better  activity  the  thirty 
thousand  dollars  now  lying  almost  dormant  in  the  hands  of  our  worthy 
Trustee?  Would  not  that  fund  be  a  sinking  fund  for  the  security  of 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  checks? 

Dear  brethren,  think  on  these  things.     Think  and  act  at  this  meeting. 

The  high  and  righteous  esteem  in  which  our  courts,  from  the  very 
earliest  days  of  our  government,  have  been  held,  has  always  appeased 
airy  dread  of  any  ultimate  disaster  of  the  liberties  of  the  people.  What- 
ever laws  may  have  been  enacted,  whether  constitutional  or  otherwise, 
their  confidence  and  implicit  trust  in  the  untarnished  and  unsullied  char- 
acter of  the  judiciary  gave  to  them  that  "peace  of  mind"  that  ought  to  ■ 
dwell  in.the  minds  of  all  free  and  untrammelled  people.  But  I  fear  it  is 
not  so  now.  Recent  decisions  in  our  State  and  Nation  have  proven  the 
fact  that  partizanship  in  the  courts  is  a  baneful  fault,  and  that  monopoly 
sways  a  mighty  scepter  over  the  minds  of  many  of  the  courts  of  the 
land.  The  manifestation  of  this  is  causing  alarm.  In  the  past  the  Alli- 
ance has  paid  no  attention  to  the  courts,  but  all  to  legislation.  In  the 
future  we  ought  to  insist  that  the  judiciary  be  placed  above  party  poli- 
tics, and  that  none  but  righteous  and  God-fearing  men  shall  be  exalted 
to  that  noble  eminence. 

•'Whereas,  The  subject  of  free  and  liberal  education  alike  for  males 
and  females,  is  a  matter  of  paramount  importance  to  the  material  and 
institutional  life  of  a  State,  and  one  that  especially  claims  the  immediate 
attention  of  the  industrial  classes;   therefore, 

The  Farmers'  Alliance  of  North  Carolina  in  session  assembled,  resolve 
1.  That  we  favor  and  recommend  an  increase  of  our  present  public 
school  tax  of  at  least  twenty-five  per  centum. 

Resolved  2.  That  we  favor  and  recommend  that  ample  appropriations 
and  provisions  be  made  by  the  State  for  the  training  and  higher  educa. 
tion  of  females." 

The  above  preamble  and  resolutions  were  the  outcome  of  the  noble 
spirit  of  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  at  Asheville,  and  the  splendid 
Industrial  School  for  Girls,  located  in  this  city,  is  the  result  of  a  grand 
political  action  four  years  ago. 


;,,, 
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For  a  hundred  years  there  has  been  a  State  High  School  for  boys.  It 
was  the  mission  of  the  Alliance  to  establish  this  one  for  girls.  Alliance- 
men  have  not  the  financial  ability  to  enter  their  daughters  in  proportion 
to  other  classes,  but  they  point  with  pride  to  this  glorious  institution, 
and  if  the  "  shroud  and  pall"  -shall  ever  come  to  this  order,  this  and 
other  noble  legislation  shall  be  a  monument  sacred  to  its  blessed 
memory. 

But  my  brethren,  there  is  yet  a  grander  work  to  be  done.  Your  com- 
mon school  system  needs  perfecting :  more  of  your  money  ought  to  go 
direct  to  the  childrens'  education  and  less  to  some  holiday  officers  and 
teachers.  Look  you  to  your  common  schools;  they  are  the  ones  to 
make  your  State  a  great  State.  The  little  children  are  the  ones  that  are 
ever  growing  into  manhood  to  guide  her  helm.  Give  special  heed  to 
them,  and  all  of  them,  for  like  the  Brook  of  the  departed  laureate, 

"Men  may  come,  and  men  may  go, 
But  they  go  on  forever." 

I  have  nothing  further   to   offer.      You    will  know   the   state  or"  y( 
order  when  your  several  officers  make  their  reports. 

Before  surrendering  this  badge  to  my  successor  I  have  this  request  to. 
make:  The  last  Legislature  has  suspended  a  sword  above  the  neck  of 
the  Farmers'  Alliance.  Vote  for  no  man  for  the  next  Legislature  who 
will  not  only  promise  not  to  repeal  our  charter,  but  who  will  do  all  in 
his  power  to  take  away  the  suspended  sword. 

"North  Carolina!   my  dear,  my  native  soil, 

For  whom  my  warmest  wish  to  heaven  is  sent, 

Long  may  her  hardy  sons  of  rustic  toil 

Be  blessed  with  health,  and  peace,  and  sweet  content." 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  next  read 
by  its  chairman,  Marion  Butler,  as  follows  : 

To  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance: 

We,  your  committee,  respectfully  report,  that  we  have  examined  the 
books  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  and  find  them  well  kept  and  correct. 

The  financial  condition  of  our  order  is  not  as  good  as  it  should  be, 
which  is  attributable  to  various  causes.  The  present  rate  of  dues  col- 
lected from  our  membership  is  too  small  to  pay  expenses  of  the  organi- 
zation. Our  numerical  strength  is  such  at  preserft  as  to  compel  us  to 
recommend  that  a  reasonable  reduction  be  made  in  the  salary  of  the 
Secretary-Treasurer,  and  that  the  fees  and  dues  ought  to  be  changed 
either  in  amount  or  apportionment,  so  as  to  produce  such  an  amount  of 
money  as  will  meet  all  necessary  expenses,  and   place  our   organization 
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in  the  high  position  which  she  should  hold  among  other  kindred  organ- 
izations. Any  change  in  this  respect  requires  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution,  we  therefore  recommend  that  the  same  be  changed  so  as 
to  make  the  Secretary-Treasurer's  salary  $1,000,  striking  out  the  $250 
allowed  for  clerk  hire. 

We  further  recommend  that  the  Constitution  be  changed  so  as  to 
lower  the  quarterly  due-  r:om  25c.  per  quarter  to  15c.  per  quarter,  and 
that  5c.  of  the  same  be  f.;r  the  use  of  the  County  Alliance,  and  10c.  of 
the  same  for  Stale  and  National  dues;  and  as  National  dues  are  required 
of  female  members,  we  further  recommend  that  each  Sub-Lodge  col- 
lect 'rem  female  members  5c.  per  quarter,  all  of  which  shall  be  sent  to 
the  State  Secretary-Treasurer. 

We  further  report,  that  wc  have  audited  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
state  Business  Agent,  and  also  those  of  the  Trustee  of  the  Business 
Agency  Fund,  and  beg  leave  to  say  that  we  feel  sure  that  we  have  de- 
vised plans  by  which  the  Business  Department  will  be  made  more  effi- 
cient, and  conducted  at  less  expense  to  the  brotherhood. 

We  wish  to  state  further,  that  every  department  under  the  control  of 
the  State  Executive  Committee  will  be  conducted  on  lower  salaries  and 
at  less  total  expense. 

In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  express  our  gratification  that  only  $2,800 
of  the  total  amount  contributed  to  the  Business  Agency  Fund  has  been 
withdrawn,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  last  General  Assembly  of  North 
C  o->'.ina  not  only  made  it  possible,  but  extended  an  invitation  to  every 
member  to  withdraw  the  last  cent  contributed,  we  take  this  opportunity 
of  officially  paying  a  tribute  to  the  unparalleled  patriotism  of  those  true 
and  heroic  Alliancemen  who,  in  spite  of  the  unprecedented  hard  times, 
have  refused  to  withdraw  their  money,  which  they  could  have  gotten 
for  the  asking,  which  would  have  assisted  their  enemies  to  strike  a 
severe  blow  at  this  great  organization  which  is  the  only  guardian  of 
their  liberties,  and  the  only  assurance  ot  "uture  prosperity. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

MARION  BUTLER, 

J.  J.  LONG, 

A.  F.  HILEMAN. 

The  report  of  Secretary-Treasurer  was  read,  as  follows  : 

Dear  Brethren: — Since  our  annual  meeting  one  year  ago  quite  a 
number  of  Sub-Alliances  that  had  ceased  working  have  been  reorgan- 
ized— the  number  I  cannot  positively  tell — and  while  these  reorganiza- 
tions have  been  made  usually  with  a  small  number  of  members,  they 
seem  to  be  stronger  in  the  faith  than  of  old,  and  many  of  them  are  tak- 
ing in  new  members  at  every  meeting.  We  find  that  the  money  panic 
is  bearing  harder  now  upon  our  organization  than  one  year  ago.     I  find 
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that  in  a  number  of  sections  while  the  people  have  plenty  to  eat,  yet  it  is 
nearly  impossible  for  them  to  get  hold  of  money  enough  to  pay  their 
dues.  This  is  especially  so  in  the  mountain  section  of  the  State.  Barter 
is  the  one  way  they  trade,  and  for  anything  that  the  farmer  has  for  sale, 
from  horses  down  to  the  smallest  item  on  the  farm.  How  to  remedy 
this  evil  is  the  question.  While  the  membership  at  this  season  of  the 
year  is  usually  smaller  than  at  other  seasons,  we  find  per  reports  that 
those  in  good  standing  are  better  than  a  year  ago,  but  not  so  much  as  it 
should  be,  as  quite  a  number  of  County  Secretaries  have  not  as  yet 
made  their  report  for  this  quarter.  I  have  learned  that  as  the  people 
grow  in  education  to  our  principles,  the  better  they  stand  as  Alliance- 
men.  No  better  advancement  in  education  of  the  masses  has  ever  been 
made  than  since  the  Alliance  opened  its  schools  in  the  school  districts 
of  this  country.  I  believe  more  advancement  has  been  made  in  educa- 
tion of  the  masses  in  the  past  four  years  than  for  any  other  twenty  years 
since  this  government  was  established.  Then  why  should  we  not  con- 
tinue to  push  on  the  work? 

I  regret  to  say  we  have  some  members  who  say  the  Alliance  has  ac- 
complished its  mission;  that  it  was  the  cause  of  the  birth  of  a  new  party 
advocating  its  principles.  I  say  these  brethren  seem  to  me  are  very 
short-sighted.  I  believe  we- have  more  use  for  the  Alliance  to-day  than 
ever,  in  a  political  sense.  That  as  the  order  has  done  heretofore  it  is 
necessary  to  continue  to  expose  the  corruptions  and  frauds  of  all  politi- 
cal parties;  to  continue  to  educate  the  people  as  to  the  government;  to 
get  nearer  to  each  other  in  the  Christian,  brotherly  spirit  which  it 
teaches,  and  to  co-operate  with  each  other  in  protecting  your  products, 
your  homes  and  farms  from  the  land  sharks  and  corporated  trusts  that 
infest  our  land.  Wherever  an  Alliance  Sub  has  been  organized  and 
kept  up,  and  the  people  have  stood  by  its  principles  and  the  constitu- 
tution,  there  you  will  find  less  prejudice,  less  bickerings  and  strife. 
Wherever  you  find  an  Alliance  Sub  has  gone  down,  or  none  has  ever 
been  established,  the  people  are  torn  by  dissensions  and  prejudices.  I 
believe  any  man  or  woman  who  believes  in  and  practices  the  cardinal 
principles  of  the  Alliance,  can  be  nothing  less  than  a  Christian — will 
love  and  protect  his  neighbors;  will  desire  peace  and  prosperity,  will 
strive  to  live  the  golden  rule,  "  Do  unto  others  as  you  would  have  them 
do  unto  you." 

-  Now  we,  as  brothers,  must  get  nearer  yet  together.  We  must  co- 
operate in  our  trade  arrangements  more;  must  use  the  Business  Agent 
more;  buy  what  we  have  to  buy  through  him,  and  sell  our  products 
through  him.  One  great  trouble  with  our  members  and  farmers  gen- 
erally, they  prefer  to  trade  independently,  both  in  buying  and  selling, 
and  so  few  of  our  people  keep  posted  on  prices  that  they  are  often 
fleeced  unmercifully.  If  we  could  consolidate  our  interests,  the  inter- 
ests of  each  Lodge  or  each  County  Alliance,  and   buy   what  we  needed 
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through  our  Agent,  we  could  save  very  much ;  and  especially  would  it 
benefit  our  poorer  brother,  who  has  only  a  small  quantity  of  anything 
to  sell.  Take  the  selling  of  beef  cattle  :  A  person  has  only  one  or  two 
head  of  cattle.  He  wants  to  sell,  biit  he  lives  some  distance  from 
market.  To  ship  one  or  two  the  freight  would  be  too  much.  Now,  if 
the  .Sub  Lodge  would  together  make  up  a  car  load,  cheaper  transporta- 
tion could  be  obtained,  and  better  prices  could  be  realized.  So  with 
eggs,  poultry,  cotton,  &c.  In  large  lots  the  expense  of  handling  is  very 
little  more  than  one  or  two.  The  method  adopted  by  your  Business 
Agent  of  finding  a  market  for  our  products  and  handling  in  large  lots, 
each  one  upon  investigation,  will  find  it  to  be  of  great  pequniary  benefit, 
besides  saving  to  the  producer  an  immense  amount  of  worry  and  dis- 
appointment. Now,  I  wish  to  urge  upon  you  to  trade  through  your 
Agency.  Pay  cash  for  what  you  get,  and  sell  your  products  for  cash, 
thereby  eliminating  the  middle  man.  Upon  investigation  I  find  we  can 
handle  nearly  any  product  of  the  farm  to  advantage  of  producer,  with 
the  exception  of  leaf  tobacco.  Thousands  of  loads  of  sweet  and  Irish 
potatoes,  cabbage,  beef  cattle,  eggs,  poultry,  &c,  markets  can  be  secured 
for.  Let  each  one  of  us  study  this  plan,  and  .urge  upon  our  Subs  to 
prepare  at  once  to  put  it  into  execution.  If  by  one  act  of  buying  fer- 
tilizers alone  the  Business  Agent  has  saved  to  the  farmers  of  North 
Carolina  not  less  than  $2,000,000  in .  the  past  three  years,  how  much 
more  profitable  will  it  be  when  he  is  permitted  to  handle  the  thousands 
of  loads  of  products  for  cash  which  is  now  being  wasted,  or  only  part 
value  received  in  barter? 

Co-operation  is  the  watchword  for  our  organization.  By  it  we  can 
soon  break  down  all  prejudices  engendered  by  the  political  trickster, 
who  after  using  the  Alliance  for  his  own  selfish  ends,  turned  to  destroy 
it  when  he  could  no  longer  use  it  in  that  way.  Prejudices  are  very 
strong  against  the  Alliance,  especially  in  portions  of  the  mountain  sec- 
tion. Two  years  ago  it  was  circulated  in  some  portions  of  the  West 
by  printed  circulars  that  your  Business  Agent  had  been  arrested  and  put 
in  jail  for  stealing  Alliance  funds,  and  that  he  would  undoubtedly  be 
put  in  the  penitentiary.  Two  months  ago,  while  in  the  mountains,  I 
was  asked  what  had  been  done  with  Worth  for  stealing  the  Alliance 
funds,  and  the  brother  (he  formerly  belonged  to  the  Alliance)  was  per- 
fectly surprised  when  I  informed  him  your  Business  Agent  had  never 
been  arrested,  had  never  been  in  jail,  had  not  stolen  any  money. 

Light  is  breaking  upon  the  people,  but  there  is  -much  work  to  do  in 
those  sections.  It  is  necessary  that  the  minds  of  these  people,  our 
former  brethren,  should  be  relieved  of  these  prejudices.  Thousands  of 
people  who  are  Alliancemen,  are  kept  out  for  want  of  money  to  pay 
their  dues. 

Since  our  meeting  one  year  ago  I  have  paid  out  for  losses  (per  relief 
plan)  to  our  brethren,  $1,046.84.     I  have  on   hand  for  this  present  quar- 
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ter,  $64.20.  The  plan  is  not  a  success,  simply  because  the  idea  of  insur- 
ance is  in  the  minds  of  many,  and  cannot  be  eradicated.  It  would  take 
at  least  six  times  the  amount  per  capita  to  pay  the  losses.  It  has  done  a 
great  good,. and  helped  many  a  poor  brother.  I  have  paid  to  National 
Secretary  in  full  for  all  dues  for  1893,  $630.95.  The  following  is  my 
report  for  receipts  and  disbursements  of  State  funds  : 

RECEIPTS. 

On  hand  August  1,  1893. .  .  .$  438  73 

Fees  and  dues  September  30,  1893. 744  35 

"     "         "     December  31,  1893 642   80 

"     "■        "     March  31,  1894 671   35 

"     "         "     June  30,  1894 58°  °5 

From  other  sources 393  28 

Total $3,47o  56 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

President  Butler,  Salary  May  to  August,   1893 $     50  00 

"          Mewboorne,  salary  August  to  May  12,  '93. .  .  .  150  00 

Expense  State  meeting  Greensboro,  1893 183  80 

Lecture  system  prior  to  August,  1893 302  30 

Lecture  system  since  August,   1893 38  25 

Meeting  Executive  Committee ' 335  8^ 

Stationery  and   printing 336 

Secretary-Treasurer  salary  part  July,  1893 30  00 

"  "     in  part  from  1893  to   1894.  .  .  .  1,170  00 

Money  returned  overpaid 11  90 

Money  returned  borrowed .  325  00 

Clerk  hire  for  year 26  00 

Postage  for  President  Mewboorne 2  00 

Stamp  account 303  61 

Office  rent,  fuel,  &c 109  85 

Total  expenditures •  ■  $  3,375  36 

Balance  on  hand $95  20 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.   S.   BARNES,   Secretary-Treasurer. 

The  Business  Agent  made  his  report,  and. is  as  follows  : 

STATE  BUSINESS  AGENT  WORTH'S  REPORT. 

To  the  North  Carolina   State   Alliance,  held  at  Greesnboro 
august  1894 : 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance  : — Since  my 
report  to  you  one  year  ago  the  country  has  been  passing  through  a  great 
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financial  panic,  and  it  has  had  its  effect  upon  the  commercial  world,  and 
the  statement  which  I  submit  to  you  to-day  shows  a  decrease  in  the  volume 
of  business  in  every  line  of  goods.  In  the  commercial  world  we  have  seen 
banks  fail,  manufactories  and  mills  shut  down,  wholesale  and  jobbing 
houses  suspend,  and  many  minor  establishments  close  their  doors.  The 
Agency  has  not  escaped  its  evil  effects,  but  I  believe  we  have  not  suffered 
as  much  as  many  other  houses.  The  fertilizer  trade  has  not  been  as 
large  as  formerly,  owing  to  the  very  low  price  of  cotton  and  corn.  I  have 
had  manufactured  for  our  brethren  from  10,000  to  16,000  tons  of  fertil- 
izer every  year,  except  this  year,  which  amounted  to  about  7,500  or  7,550 
tons.  I  have  not  made  a  contract  for  the  next  season.  If  we  can  con- 
tract for  a  stipulated  amount  of  produce  to  be  taken  in  exchange  for 
fertilizer,  I  think  it  would  be  much  better  than  to  pay  the  cash  for  the 
fertilizer.  Say  so  much  cotton,  corn  or  tobacco,  or  something  of  the 
kind.  We  need  good  facilities  for  selling  our  produce,  as  well  as  good 
purchasing  facilities.  Last  September  we  commenced  selling  eggs  for 
our  brethren,  and  for  a  while  the  price  was  very  satisfactory,  and  we 
realized  a  nice  profit  for  the  eggs  shipped  to  Northern  markets,  receiv- 
ing 28  cents  per  dozen  for  them.  The  small  amount  of  money  in  circu- 
lation, and  the  great  number  of  men  being  out  of  employment,  caused 
the  price  to  decline,  until  there  was  no  profit  in  shipping  to  Northern 
markets. 

In  March  we  established  an  exchange  in  Raleigh,  and  although  the 
market  has  been  declining  all  the  time,  we  have  done  some  business,  and 
it  gives  promise  of  being  a  success.  We  expect  to  establish  an  exchange 
at  Asheville  and  other  towns  as  soon  as  practicable.  We  think  this  the 
best  means  of  showing  to  the  brethren  the  great  advantage  in  standing 
by  the  Agency,  and  in  placing  your  orders  with  it,  and  let  the  Agency 
in  turn  get  the  best  possible  price  for  your  produce.  Under  our  present 
system  our  brethren  must  send  the  cash,  unless  a  bonded  officer.  We 
have  been  a  great  factor  in-  bringing  down  prices  by  making  the  mer- 
chants in  many  localities  meet  our  quotations.  Yet  they  will  buy  pro- 
duce at  as  small  a  price  as  possible,  and  pay  for  it  in  goods  at  a  large 
profit.  I  think  that  running  the  price-list  in  the  Progressive  Farmer 
was  a  great  educator  to  the  order.  It  kept  them  posted,  and  thereby 
enabled  our  brethren  who  were  unable  to  trade  through  the  Agency  to 
obtain  better  prices.  I  think  that  we  have  also  lost  trade  by  taking  the 
price-list  out  of  the  Progressive  Farmer,  although  we' have  issued  a 
price-list  since  February,  and  I  now  have  fall  price-list  ready.  I  would 
recommend  that  we  keep  a  brokerage  of  50  cents  per  ton  on  all  fertil- 
izers sold  from  this  office,  and  each  Sub-Alliance  make  such  arrange- 
ments with  their  agent  as  they  wish  for  the  delivery  of  their  goods. 

I  respectfully  submit  a  partial  list  of  some  articles  : 
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"ARTIAL    LIST    OF    ARTICLES  OF    MERCIf ANDISE  BY  W.    H.   WORTH,   STATE 
BUSINESS  AGENT    NORTH    CAROLINA    FARMERS'    STATE  ALLIANCE, 
AUGUST    I,    1893,    TO     AUGUST    I,    1894,    INCLUSIVE. 


, 


Bacon Pounds 

Lard 

Ship  stuff " 

Barbed   wire " 

Rice  and  hominy " 

Pepper  and  spice " 

Candy " 

Tobacco  (plug) ^  " 

Tobacco  (leaf) " 

Flour Barrels 

Sugar. " 

Molasses " 

Pork 

Fish 

Lime " 

Oil '.,.. 

Potatoes " 

Peas. Bushels 

Wheat " 

Rye 

Oats  " 

Clover " 

Grass  seed " 

Corn  ,  , " 

Coffee ".'".  Bags 

Salt 

Plaster Tons 

Cotton  seed  meal " 

Alliance  Guano. u 

Soda Kegs 

Nails " 

Powder 


SUNDRIES. 


Sets  harness 

Cane  and  cider  mills. 

Farm  bells 

Plows 

"     points 

"     wings 


21,425 
3,550 
6,600 

19,000 

2,550 

280 

2,117 

2,100 

2,262 

45° 

30 

58 

10 

22 

76 

80 

166 

205 

200 

453 
182 
250 

75 
150 

i75 
10 

31 

7,437 
140 

156 
6 


15 
13 
39 

115 

2,752 

116 
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Plow  slides .  392 

"     standards 12 

Corn  and  cotton  renter  ' 18 

Pairs  shoes , 1 ,255 


11 
100 

49 
241 


Buggies '. 

Wagons 

Stoves 

Sewing  machines 

(Total  No.  Machines  sold  1,441.)    

Feed  cutters 16 

Mowers 3 

Rakes 2 

Grape  baskets 12,500 

Organs • 10 

Road  earts 4 

Axes  (doz. ) 14 


/ 


PRODUCE    EXCHANGE. 

Eggs  (doz.) 27,170 

Chickens 500 

Butter  (lbs.) 300 

Cabbages  (crates) 181 

MISCELLANEOUS    ARTICLES. 

Medicine,  .  clothing,  paint,  pitchforks,  shovels,  grass  blades,  scales, 
wagon  tires,  axles,  skeins,  window  sash,  doors,  grindstones,  stove  backs, 
saddles,  leather,  knives,  bolts,  plow  lines,  backhands,  roofing,  raslnsj 
apples,  oranges,  nuts,  song  books,  bagging  and  ties,  safes,  furniture, 
guns,  canned  goods,  oysters,  extracts,  watches  and  clocks,  trace  chains, 
single  trees,  machine  needles,  &c. 

I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  State  Alliance  to  the 
Labor  Exchange,  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  March 
1,  1889.      . 

The  Labor  Exchange  is  a  co-operative  industrial  association,  now 
having  working  branches  in  our  State,  is  attracting  the  attention  of 
thoughtful  men  throughout  our  country,  especially  in  the  Western  and 
Pacific  States.  I  respectfully  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  investigate  the  merits  of  the  Exchange,  and  if  the  benefit  to 
be  derived  from  its  operation  are  really  such  as  they  appear  to  be  from 
my  limited  knowledge  of  its  working,  that  some  means  be  devised 
whereby  it  may  be  tested  on  a  small  scale,  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of 
its  principles  and  methods  of  business  by  the  State  Agency,  if  practi- 
cable.    The  unmistakable  trend  of  the  world    is  toward    co-operation, 
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and  unquestionably  the  most  marvelous  business  success  the  world  has 
ever  seen  is  that  of  the  Rochdale  "Equitable  Pioneer  Association,"  of 
England.  The  central  wholesale  store  does  a  business  of  nearly  .$44,000,- 
000  annually.  This  co-operative  business  began  in  1884  with  twenty- 
eight  members  and  $140.00  as  capital. 

The  Labor  Exchange,  as  it  appears  to  us,  is  the  true  principle  of  busi- 
ness, and  is  the  most  perfect  system  of  co-operation,  production  and 
exchange,  ever  inaugurated  among  men.  It  appears  to  have  all  the 
advantages  and  none  of  the  defects  of  other  systems  of  co-operation,  and 
in  simplicity  and  power  is  unsurpassed. 

1.  The  Labor  Exchange  enables  the  "  common  people,"  as  Abraham 
Lincoln  said,  to  help  themselves. 

2.  The  Labor  Exchange  adapts  itself  to  secure  its  advantages  to  all 
sorts  and  conditions  of  men. 

3.  It  interferes  with  no  private  rights,  or  individual  opinions. 

4.  It  substitutes  the  benificence  of  co-operation  for  the  warfare  of  com- 
petition. 

5.  It  rewards  the  producer  of  wealth  by  securing  to  him  the  wealth  he 
produces. 

6.  It  secures  to  any  laborer  his  just  title  to  the  permanent  wealth  he 
produces  by  his  labor. 

7.  It  enables  every  producer  of  wealth  to  capitalize  his  own  product, 
thus  destroying  the  power  of  money  to  oppress. 

8.  It  stimulates  industry,  creates  a  field  for  individual  energy,  and 
secures  its  reward  while  avoiding  the  warfare  of  competition. 

9.  The  Labor  Exchange  touches  no  man's  fortune;  it  seeks  no  plun- 
der; it  causes  no  disturbance  in  society;  it  gives  no  trouble  to  states- 
men ;  it  need  enter  no  secret  association ;  it  needs  no  trade  union  to 
protect  its  interest;  it  contemplates  no  violence;  it  subverts  no  order:  It 
expects  no  gift,  nor  asks  any  favor;  it  keeps  no  terms  with  the  idle,  .md 
breaks  no  faith  with  the  industrious. 

10.  The  Exchange  produces  wealth  by  the  employment  of  idle  labor, 
and  exchanges  that  wealth  among  the  producers  by  the  use  of  a  portable 
account  or  labor  check. 

11.  The  Exchange  deals  with  legal  tender  as  with  any  other  commo- 
dity, and  never  assumes  an  obligation  payable  in  legal  tender. 

12.  In  view  of  this  and  many  other  advantages  of  the  Exchange  sys- 
tem of  business,  I  cannot  but  express  an  earnest  desire  to.  see  this  plan 
thoroughly  tried,  and  its  benefits,  if  there  be  such,  extended  to  the  peo- 
ple of  our  State  ;  and  if  it  was  universally  adopted  in  the  South,  in  less  than 
ten  years  the  cotton  growing  section  of  this  country  would  be  the  most 
independent  and  wealthiest  part  of  the  United  States.  We  would  be  in 
a  condition  to  dictate  the  price  of  cotton  to  the  world. 


V,  :' 

North  Carolina  State  Library 

Raleigh 
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The  Trustee   of  Business  Agency  Fund   made   his  re- 
port, as  follows  : 

Hon.  Marion  Butler,  Chairman  Executive  Committee: 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother: — I  submit  my  annual  report.  By  the 
burning  of  my  home  on  June  5th,  ult.,  I  lost  all  the  original  vouchers 
on  which  the  contributions  to  the  Fund  were  made,  with  the  stub-books 
of  the  certificates  issued  to  contributors,  but  I  saved  the  books  in  which 
the  names  of  the  contributors  and  the  number  of  the  certificate  issued 
to  each  contributor  was  recorded,  so  there  will  be  no  loss  or  confusion 
on  this  account.  I  lost  all  other  books  except  payments  of  reports  and 
correspondence. 

I  submit  the  copy  of  the  books  containing  the  names  of  contributors 
and  number  of  certificates  prepared  for  the  Secretary.  I  suggest  that 
as  I  report  the  names  of  those  withdrawing  their  contributions,  the  Sec- 
retary mark  them  paid,  so  that  we  shall  have  two  lists  to  show  condition 
of  Fund.  That  so  little  has  been  withdrawn  speaks  well  for  the  patri- 
otism of  the  contributors,  when  we  call  to  mind  the  efforts  that  were 
made  to  destroy  the  Fund,  and  the  exceeding  scarcity  of  money  among 
our  people.  Fraternally, 

W.  A.  GRAHAM,  Trustee. 

BUSINESS  AGENCY  FUND. 
trustee's  report. 

contributions. 
2,061  vouchers $  35,299  24 

CONTRA. 

On  hand $  29,078  31 

Losses  as  reported 2, 135  53 

Loan  to  State  Alliance 1 ,220  00 

Repaid  contributors 2,875  4° 


Total v $  35,299  24 


Cotton  bagging,  total  amount $  508  96 

Partially  paid  accounts  and  sale  of  bagging 938  97 

Net  losses.  . $  i>447  93 

Repaid 478  00 

Total $  I,Q2C   q-i 


\ 


\ 


i8 


PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE     EIGHTH    ANNUAL    SESSION 


ACCOUNTS    OF    STATE    BUSINESS     AGENT. 

H.  H.  Perry,  Business  Agent  Craven  County $  119   30 

I  I.  W.  Miller,  Business  Agent  Pamlico  County 196  87 

W.  M.  Murrill,  Catharine  Lake ...> 93  09 

A.  F.  Mull,  Cobb,  Cherokee  County    25  53 

F.  B.  Hooker,  Aurora,  Beaufort  County 3  40 

S.  O.  Jordan,  Orange  County 6  36 

James  Edgerton,  Kenly,  Johnston  County 18  40 

W.  G.  Barbee,  High  Point 2  00 

Ralph  Howland,  Business  Agent  Carteret  County.  .  . .  185^  25 

J.  S.  Bell,  Ex-State  Lecturer 27  50 

Total $  67770 


The  Lecturer   and  Assistant  Lecturer  were   called  on 
for  reports,  and  are  as  follows  : 


To  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  : 

The  continued  operation  of  causes  which  were  referred  to  in  the  Lec- 
turer's last  report  as  hindering  the  work  in  this  department,  has  made  it 
impossible  for  us  to  do  the  work  which  was  every  way  desirable.  We 
have  done,  therefore,  comparatively  little  during  the  past  year.  Still 
we  have  not  been  entirely  silent,  the  brethren  in  various  localities  and 
counties  having  contributed  to  defray  the  expenses  of  lecturing  in  their 
own  communities.  This  is  the  only  method  at  hand  for  the  continuance 
of  work  in  this  department,  and  the  vitality  oj  the  order  is  attested  by 
the  increasing  demands  for  our  services  upon  this  basis.  In  order,  there- 
fore, that  the  system  may  be  as  effective  as  possible  at  the  lowest  possible 
expense,  we  recommend  that  it  be  made  the  duty  of  each  County  Lec- 
turer to  furnish  quarterly  to  the  State  Lecturer  a  report  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  his  County  Alliance;  and,  in  the  event  that  the  services  of 
the  State  Lecturer  or  Assistant  are  needed  to  aid  him  in  the  canvass  of 
his  country,  to  notify  the  Lecturer,  naming  the  amount  that  his  county 
will  pay  toward  defraying  the  expenses  of  such  work.  Having  this  in- 
formation, we  shall  be  able  to  arrange  counties  in  groups,  so  that  we 
could  do  needed  and  effective  work  at  far  less  cost  than  has  sometimes 
been  hitherto  incurred. 

We  desire  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  uniform  ^kindness  of  the 
brethren  to  us  in  every  section  of  the  State. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

CYRUS  THOMPSON,  Lecturer. 
J.  T.  B.   HOOVER,  Ass't  Lecturer. 
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The  Judiciary  Committee  made  its  report  through  Bro. 
John  Brady,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  being  absent, 
as  follows  : 

Mr.  President  and  Officers  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers' 
State  Alliance  : 

Your  Judicial  Committee  have  the  pleasure  to  report  that  no  matters 
have  come  before  the  committee  for  adjudication  during  the   past  year. 
We  congratulate  the  organization  for  its  harmony. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  BRADY,  Chairman. 

Resolutions  were  called  for. 

J.  A.  Lefler  introducd  a  resolution  marked  No.  i,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolu- 
tions. 

W.  R.  Creech  introduced  a  resolution  marked  No.  2, 
and  was  referred  to  same  committee  as  above. 

A  second  resolution,  made  by  W.  R.  Creech,  and 
marked  No.  3,  referred  to  Committee  on  Business  Agency. 

Fourth  and  fifth  resolutions  introduced  by  Dr.  J.  F. 
Harrell  and  J.  A.  Frink  respectively,  were  referred  to 
Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 

S.  B.  Newton  introduced  resolutions  6  and  7.  The 
first  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolu- 
tions, the  second  to  Committee  on  Business  Agency. 

The  8th  resolution,  introduced  by  A.  J.  Pringle,  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Business  Agency. 

The  9th,  10th  and  nth  resolutions  were  introduced 
respectively  by  A.  Hudson,  Jr.,  L.  G.  Cathy  and  S.  A. 
Earnhardt,  and  were  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitu- 
tion and  By-Laws. 

No.  12  was  introduced  by  A.  C.  Shuford,  and  referred 
to  Business  Agency  Committee. 

Committee  on  Credentials  recommended  that  as  the 
delegate  from  Lenoir  county  was  not  present,  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Mewhoorne  be  made  delegate  pro  tern.     Carried. 
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It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  Bro.  Virgil  A.  Wilson 
address  the  members  of  the  State  Alliance  and  visiting 
brethren  to-night.    Subject,  "  Labor  Exchange."    Carried. 

The  motion  was  made  and  carried  that  the  election  of 
officers  of  this  body  for  the  ensuing  year  take  place  imme- 
diately after  the  address  by  Bro.  Wilson. 

On  motion,  the  session  adjourned  to  meet  to-night  at 
8  o'clock. 

NIGHT    SESSION. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  promptly  at  8  p.  m., 
by  President  J.  M.  Mewboorne. 

Bro.  V.  A.  Wilson  was  then  called  upon,  and  he  pro- 
ceeded to  address  the  brethren  in  a  very  pleasant  and 
useful  speech  of  more  than  two  hours,  though  suffering 
much  pain  and  fatigue  at  the  time,  and  the  thanks  of  the 
body  were  given  Bro.  Wilson  by  a  rising  unanimous 
vote. 

The  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  made  a 
partial  report,  which  was  adopted,  as  follows  :  To  amend 
section  2,  article  10,  of  the  Constitution  so  as  to  read  : 
"  The  annual  salary  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the 
State  Alliance  shall  be  one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid 
quarterly.  All  amounts  shall  be  paid  out  on  warrants, 
signed  by  the  Secretary  and  approved  by  the  President." 

The  election  of  officers  was  now  called  for,  and  the 
following  officers  were  put  in  nomination  and  elected : 

James  M.  Mewboorne,   Kinston t President. 

A.  C.  Shuford,  Newton Vice-President. 

W.  S.  Barnes,  Raleigh  . Secretary-Treasurer. 

Dr.  Cyrus  Thompson,  Richlands Lecturer. 

Rev.  J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  Elm  City Steward. 

Rev.  T.  T.  Speight,  Lewiston Chaplain. 

George  F.  Lane,  Greensboro Doorkeeper. 

JamesJjE.  Lyon,  Durham Assistant  Doorkeeper. 

John  R.  Hancock,  Greensboro Sergeant-at-Arms. 
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W.  H.  Worth,  Raleigh. Business  Agent. 

A.  F.  Hileman,  Concord Executive  Committee. 

N.  C.  English,  Trinity Delegate  National  Council. 

J.  W.  Denmark,  Raleigh Alternate  Delegate. 

Maj.  W.  A.  Graham,  Machpelah Delegate  National  Council. 

James  B.  Lloyd,  Tarboro Alternate  Delegate. 

Mrs.  James  M.  Mewboorne,  Kinston Delegate  National  Council. 

James  M.  Mewboorne,  Kinston Alternate  Delegate. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee :  John  Brady,  chairman,  Gatesville ;  John  Gra- 
ham, Ridgeway  ;   Dr.  J.  F.  Harrell,  Whiteville. 

Upon  motion,  it  was  carried  that  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  such  of  the  State  officers  as  it  may  call  to  its 
assistance  shall  constitute  the  Legislative  Committee. 

The  hour  of  11:30  arrived,  and  per  motion,  the  Alli- 
ance adjourned  till  9  a.  m.  Wednesday  morning. 


SECOND  DAY— Morning  Session. 

President  Mewboorne  called  the  State  Alliance  to  order 
at  9  :io  a.  m. 
,     Proceedings  of  vesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

Letter  from  Col.  T.  B.  Long,  Ex-State  Lecturer  of  Al- 
liance of  Buncombe  county,  was  read  by  Maj.  Graham, 
and  referred  to  the  Secretary  to  answer,  if  thought  proper- 
Committee  on  Credentials  recommended  Bro.  J.  W* 
Cox,  of  Surry  county,  Special  Organizer,  be  permitted  to 
represent  his  county  as  delegate.     Carried. 

Resolution  No,  13,  by  J.  W.  Denmark,  was  introduced, 
and  referred  to  Committee  on  Manufacturing. 

Resolution  No.  14,  by  F.  M.  White,  introduced  and  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  15,  by  L.  M.  Perkins,  introduced    and 
referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 
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Resolution  No.  16,  by  J.  B.  Smith,  introduced  and  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Business  Agency. 

The  reports  of  Lecturer  and  Steward  were  read  and 
approved. 

Installation  of  officers  was  then  taken  up,  and  upon 
motion  of  Bro.  Seawell,  the  President  proceeded  to  install 
them. 

Motion  was    made    by    delegate    from    Sampson,  Bro. 
White,  that  the  secret  work   of  the  Alliance  be  exempli-  ■ 
tied  by  Bro.   Butler,   President  of  the  National  Alliance, 
before  the  adjournment  of  this  body.     Carried. 

Mr.  C.  P.  Davis,  delegate  from  Lenoir,  having  arrived, 
the  Committee  on  Credentials  recommended  that  he  be 
seated.     Carried. 

The  following  substitute  was  offered  by  Committee  on 
Constitution  and  By-Laws,  in  place  of  resolutions  Nos.  2, 
4,  6,  9,  10  and  11,  and  carried. 

That  section  2,  article  4,  pages  17  and  18,  be  amended 
by  a  substitute  to  read  as  follows  : 

Sec.  2.  The  initiation  fee  of  males  shall  be  fifty  cents,  and  the  dues 
twenty-five  cents  per  quarter.  Females  shall  be  exempt  from  initiation 
fees,  but  shall  pay  dues  to  the  amount  of  five  cents  each  quarter,  all  of 
which  shall  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State  Alliance.  One  half  of  said 
dues  shall  be  paid  into  the  State  Alliance  Treasury,  the  other  half  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  National  Alliance.  Any  Siib-Alliance,  at 
its  option,  may  pay  these  dues  of  females  out  of  its  treasury. 

Notice  having  been  served  on  the  State  Alliance  that  a 
County  Convention  wanted  the  court  house  from  11  a.m. 
till  3  p.  m.,  upon  motion,  the  Alliance  adjourned  at  1 1 
a.  m.  to  meet  again  at  3  p.  m. 

Evening  Session. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  President  Mew- 
boorne  at  3  o'clock  sharp. 
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Commitee  on  Labor  Exchange  Made  a  partial  report. 
A  substitute  was  offered  by  Bro.  Butler,  which  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

Your  committee  do  respectfully  recommend  to  the  members  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance  of  North  Carolina  the  careful  consideration  of  the 
Labor  Exchange  system. 

The  Committee  on  Manufacturing  made  a  report  on 
resolution  13,  and  recommended  its  adoption.  It  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

That  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  Manufacturing 
Company  is  hereby  inaugurated.  The  capital  stock  of  the  company 
shall  be  not  less  than  $5,000  nor  more  than  $50,000,  composed  of  shares 
of  $1.00  each. 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  forward  to  each  Secre- 
tary of  Subordinate  and  County  Alliances  subscription  blanks  for  shares 
of  stock  for  use  of  Alliances  of  said  county. 

That  when  the  Secretary  shall  receive  and  forward  not  later  than  No- 
vember 1,  1894,  to  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  State  Alliance  all  money 
subscribed,  and  that  when  $4,500  shall  have  been  received  in  cash,  the 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  notify  the  State  Execu- 
tive Committee,  who  shall  formulate  a  constitution  and  by-laws  for  said 
corporation,  and  shall  call  a  meeting  of  all  subscribers  at  such  time  and 
place  as  they  may  deem  best  for  organization.  Any  subscriber  not  able 
to  attend  may  send  his  proxy  with  Alliance  seal,  instructing  how  it  shall 
be  voted.  Each  share  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote.  Profits  of  said  bus- 
iness shall  go  only  to  owners  of  stock.  Certificates  of  stock  shall  be 
transferable  only  to  members  of  the  Alliance,  or  to  Alliances,  and  owned 
by  them  solely. 

No  contributor,  other  than  Sub,  County  or  State  Alliance,  shall  own 
more  than  one  hundred  shares  of  stock. 

The  charter  and  constitution  shall  contain  a  provision  that  members 
of  the  said  company  shall  be  liable  only  for  the  amount  of  stock 
subscribed. 

A  letter  from  President  Crosby,  of  the  A.  and  M.  Col- 
lege, (colored)  was  read,  and  on  motion,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  Secretary  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  same,  re- 
gretting that  the  Alliance  as  a  body  would  not  have  time 
at  this  meeting  to  visit  his  institution. 
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The  following  changes  were  made  in  the  constitution, 
per  recommendation  of  committee  : 

The  following  amendments  by  Committee  on  Constitu- 
tion and  By-Laws,  to  several  resolutions  introduced  by 
delegates  against  females  paying  dues,  were  adopted  : 

Sec.  3,  article  4,  page  18  be  amended  by  striking  out  ten,  in  line  5, 
and  substituting  tbe  word  fifteen,  and  after  the  word  "quarter,"  in 
line  7,  strike  out  "Provided,  however,  upon  direction  of  the  County 
Alliance  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present,  fifteen  cents  shall 
be  forwarded. 'J 

In  line  16  strike  out  the  word  "five,"  and  insert  the  word  "ten"  and 
after  "term,"  in  18th  line,  insert,  "and  five  cents  for  each  female  mem- 
ber in  good  standing  for  said  term." 

P*er  recommendation  of  Committee  on  Constitution  and 
By-Laws,  the  following  amendments  to  constitution  were 
passed  : 

Article  10,  section  1,  line  7,  the  figure  3  was  changed 
to  2. 

Article  1,  section  3,  line  2,  figure  5   changed  to  3. 

Resolution  14  and  15  laid  on  the  table. 

Resolution  No.  "  F  "  adopted,  as  sollows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Alliance  be  tendered  Bro.  S.  B. 
Alexander  for  his  services  in  Congress  against  the  issue  of  bonds,  and 
in  behalf  of  the  free  coinage  of  silver,  the  passage  of  an  anti-option  law, 
and  the  reduction  of  taxation. 

Resolution  8  laid  on  the  table. 
Resolution  No.  "  G  "   adopted  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  section  5  of  Business  Agent's  report  be  amended  by 
inserting  one  dollar  per  ton  higher  than  to  Alliancemen  for  all  Alliance 
guanos  sold  outside  of  the  membership. 

On  motion,  President  Butler,  of  the  National  Alliance, 
exemplified  the  secret  work. 
Adjourned  to  meet  at  8  .-15. 
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Evening  Session. 

State  Alliance  called  to  order  at  8:30  by  President  Mew- 
boorne. 

Motion  made  and  carried  that  all  speeches  be  limited  to 
three  minutes,  and  that  no  person  speak  more  than  twice 
on  one  subject. 

Motion  made  that  Resolution  No.  7,  as  amended  by  the 
committee,  be  adopted. 

It  was  adopted  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  The  Progressive  Farmer  was  reduced  in  subscription  from 
two  dollars  to  one  dollar  per  year  to  Alliancemen  when  first  adopted  as 
the  State  Alliance  organ,  and 

Whereas,  This  reduction  of  one-half  was  made  with  the  distinct 
understanding  that  all  officers  and  members  of  the  Sub,  County  and  State 
Alliances  should  each  use  his  best  endeavors  to  increase  the  subscription 
list  of  the  paper,  and  get  it  into  the  homes,  if  possible,  of  all  our  people, 
and 

Whereas,  We  are  convinced  that  in  good  faith  the  managers  of  that 
paper  have,  with  ability,  more  than  carried  out  their  obligations  to  the 
Order,  in  that  they  have  increased  the  size  of  the  paper  and  that  for  more 
than  two  years  contributed  a  whole  page  free  of  charge  to  the  Business 
Agency  for  publication  of  the  price-list  and  other  announcements,  and 

Whereas,  Considering  the  quantity  and  quality  of  matter  contained 
and  the  cost  of  its  preparation,  the  Progressive  Farmer  is  better  and 
cheaper  for  Alliancemen  and  reformers  than  any  other  paper,  and 

Whereas,  We  are  convinced  that  at  one  dollar  a  year  cash  in  advance 
the  profit  to  the  publishers  is  almost  nothing,  and  that  when  not  paid  in 
advance  is  less  than  nothing,  therefore,  for  these  and  many  other  reasons, 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  State  Alliance  of  North  Carolina,  do  re-indorse 
and  adopt  the  Progressive  Farmer  as  the  fearless,  ever-watchful,'  faithful 
and  unterrified  champion  of  the  Alliance  and  defender  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  all  our  people. 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  this  body,  do  each  pledge  his  per- 
sonal efforts  and  increasing  endeavor  to  increase  the  subscription  list  of 
the  paper  and  to  place  it  in  every  home  possible  in  our  respective  coun- 
ties, and  § 

Resolved,  That  in  consideration  of  the  original  pledge  and  further 
facts,  we  pledge  ourselves  and  call  upon  all  our  membership  to  keep  their 
subscriptions  paid  up  in  advance  and  use  every  honorable  means  to 
secure  new  subscribers,  and  to  do  this  with  no  hope  of  remuneration  or 
further  reward  for  such  service  than  the  good  we  shall  accomplish  for  the 
cause  thereby. 
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Committee  on  §  Business  Agency  made  a  favorable 
report  on  Business  Agent's  report,  and  upon  recommenda- 
tion it  was  adopted  as  amended. 

Resolution  marked  "II"  was  recommended  by  the 
Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  and  was  adopted 
as  follows  : 

Amend  article  i  by  adding  section  to  be  known  as  12  :  "It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  each  County  Lecturer  to  furnish  quarterly  to  the  State  Lecturer 
a  statement  as  to  the  condition  of  his  County  Alliance,  and  to  notify  the 
State|Leceurer  if  his  services  are  desired  and  what  provisions  the  County 
will  make  as  compensation  for  State  Lecturer's  services." 

Motion  made  and  carried,  that  the  Business  Agent  and 
J.  W.  Denmark  investigate  the  matter  regarding  cotton 
bagging  and  publish  the  facts. 

Resolution  by  Bro.  J.  B.  Lloyd  introduced  and  adopted 
as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  hereby 
re-indorses  the  demands  of  the  National  Alliance. 

Reports  of  officers  adopted. 

Resolution  K  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  State  Alliance  is  hereby  tendered  to 
the  railroads,  hotels  and  boarding  houses,  for  favors  extended,  to  the  offi- 
cers of  Guilford  county  for  use  of  court-house,  and  to  the  Guilford 
County  Alliance  reception  committee  and  .officers  for  kindnesses  and 
'courtesies. 


Article  1,  section  4,  was  amended  by  motion,  that  the 
11  owing 
sixth  line 


following  should  come  in  after  the  word  "  Alliances  "   in 


Provided,  however,  the  officers  of  the  State  Alliance  in  Raleigh,  and 
such  other  persons  eligible  as  may  associate  with  them,  may  organize  an 
Alliance  in  the  city  of  Raleigh. 
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Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions  reported  an 
amendment,  for  Resolutions  Nos.  i  and  5,  which  was 
adopted  and  was  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  as  enemies  to  the  industrial  classes  in  our 
State  all  men  or  parties  who  encourage  unnecessary  appropriations  of 
public  funds  for  such  purposes  as  inaugural  halls,  State  Guard  encamp- 
ments, etc.,  etc. ;  and  we  favor  a  general  reduction  of  all  salaries  and  fees 
of  officers  in  our  State,  using  the  moneys  so  saved  for  the  improvement 
of  our  public  schools. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  that  a  collection  be 
taken  up  for  the  Polk  Memorial  Fund.  It  was  done,  and 
amounted  to  $11.87,  which  was  turned  over  to  Marion 
Butler  for  that  fund. 

On  motion,  thanks  were  tendered  Miss  N.  S.  Scarbor- 
ough, of  Lenoir,  for  her  kind  offer  of  turning  over  to  the 
Polk  Memorial  Fund  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  receipts 
for  all  portraits  taken  for  members.  Sister  Scarborough 
had  placed  a  portrait  of  Col.  L.  L.  Polk  in  the  hall  on 
Tuesday  morning,  the  work  of  her  own  hands. 

Three  ladies  were  in  attendance  at  the  State  Alliance — 
Mrs.  James  M.  Mewboorne  and  Miss  N.  E.  Scarborough, 
of  Lenoir,  and  Miss  Annie  L.  Barnes,  of  Raleigh.  The 
latter  assisted  the  Secretary  as  clerk  during  the  session  of 
the  State  Alliance- 

The  Doorkeeper  made  his  report  as  follows  : 

Mr.  President  and  Brethren — I  want  to  say  a  word  in  behalf  of 
this  body  of  Alliancemen.  It  has  been  said  by  many  people  in  and  around 
the  city  of  Greensboro  that  they  never  saw  so  large  a  body  of  men  as  was 
here  at  our  last  State  meeting  without  some  of  them  being  intoxicated  or 
without  some  of  them  using  the  name  of  God  in  vain,  but  that  not  one 
was  seen  intoxicated  nor  was  an  oath  heard  from  one  of  them;  and  they 
said  further,  it  must  mean  something  when  the  Alliance  sends  such  a 
grand  body  of  men  as  officers  %nd  delegates  to  their  State  meetings  to 
conduct  the  business  of  the  organization.  And  now,  as  I  look  into  the 
faces  of  the  members  of  this  body,  it  giws  me  pleasure  to  say,  as  your 
Doorkeeper,  that  I  have  not  smelt  the  per/urae  of  whiskey  on  anyone's 
breath  as  they  passed  in  and  out  this  door  b}r  me  during  the  session  of 
this  State*Alliance.£ 

The  State  Alliance  adjourned  at  11:15  P.  m.: 
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LISt  OF  DELEGATES. 

County.  Delegate.  Postoffice. 

Alamance J.  P.  Kerr Haw  River. 

Alexander .J.  L.  Lefler Taylorsville. 

Anson ..J.  M.  Flake _. Beaver  Dam. 

Ashe * M.  M.  Blevins Blevins. 

Beaufort H.  E.  Hodges Mineola. 

Bertie A.  W.  Snell Sans  Souci. 

f  Bladen 

Brunswick G.  H.  Cannon Town  Creek- 

Buncombe fRev.  W.  M.  Murray Riceville. 

Burke John  Rodrick Morganton, 

Cabarrus John  A.  Fink Concord. 

Caldwell.  . fW.  D.  Kickman 

Camden S.  W.  Williams Shiloh. 

Caswell B.  F.  Stanfield Leasburg. 

Catawba A.  C.  Shuford Newton. 

Chatham fL.  Herndon 

Cleveland J.  Y.  Hamrick Me.tal. 

Columbus Dr.  J.  F.  Harrell Whiteville. 

Craven G.  A.  Conner Thurman. 

Cumberland Jerry  Luther 

Currituck tT.  W.  Babb ,.  Hertford. 

Davidson Rev.  H.  Morton Thomasville. 

Davie I.  T.  Houser Farmington. 

Duplin S.  B.  Newton .   Xenia. 

Durham .  .James  E.  Lyon .Durham. 

Edgecombe J.  B.  Lloyd Tarboro. 

Forsyth Rev,  V.  A.  Wilson { Pfafftown. 

Franklin J.  J.  Wilder Mitchner. 

Gaston L.  G.  Cathey j Mt.  Holly. 

Gates D.  E.  Riddick Gatesville. 

Granville .J.  A.  Waller Knapp  of  Reeds. 

Greene tj.  A.  Lang Farmville. 

Guilford  . J.  B.  Smith Guilford  College. 

Halifax # C.  P.  Simmons Scotland  Neck. 

Harnett t-Z.  T.  Kivett 

Hertford J.  J.  Purvis . / Menola. 

Iredell M.  W.  White Mt.  Mourne 

Jackson William  B/umgarner Wilmot. 

Johnston W.  R.  Creech Smithfield. 

Jones Lafayefte  Dillahunt Trenton. 

Lenoir C.  P/l  Davis *. Falling  Creek. 

Lincoln J.  E.f  Hoover Tull's  X  Roads. 

Macon ...  .J.  El  Rickman Leathermann. 
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County.  Delegate.  Postoffice. 

Martin .  .  J.  R.  Smith Robersonville. 

Mecklenburg A.  J.  Hunter Huntersville. 

Moore J.  T.  Seawell Mooshaunee. 

Nash W.  A.  Moore Spring  Hope. 

Northampton A.  Grant Jackson. 

Onslow Cy  Thompson Richlands. 

Orange A.  R.  Holmes Rock  Spring. 

Pamlico J.  J.  Brinson Baird's  Creek. 

Pasquotank W.  F.  Pritchard Elizabeth  City. 

Pender A.  H.  Paddison Burgaw. 

Perquimans fW.  T.  Babb Hertford. 

Person   William  F.  Reade Mt.  Tirzah. 

Pitt J-  A.  Lang Farmville. 

Randolph N.  C.  English Trinity. 

Richmond G.  C.  Morton Rockingham. 

Robeson A.  S.  Thompson Grady. 

Rockingham A.  J.  Hudson,  Jr Reidsville. 

Rowan S.  A.  Earnhardt Salisbury. 

Rutherford A.  D.  K.  Wallace Rutherfordton. 

Sampson F.  M.  White Roseboro. 

Stanly J.  D.  Allen Norwood. 

Stokes A.J.  Pringle Elks. 

Surry J.  W.  Cox Edwardsville. 

Tyrrell A.  W.  Owens .  Columbia. 

Vance W.  H.  Davis Williamsboro. 

Wake .  J.  W.  Denmark Raleigh. 

Warren J.  I.  Jones Steedsville. 

Watauga L.  N.  Perkins Boone. 

Wayne J.  E.  Person  .  .' Pikeville. 

Wilson J.  D.  Meares    Elm  City. 

Yadkin S.  H.  Nading 

t  Not  present.     $  Proxy. 
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EVERY  ALLIANCEMAN 

SHOULD  TStfff  READ 

Every  Word  In 

Every  Issue  of 


The  Progressive  Farmer. 
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Size  of   Paper  has  been  In- 
f  creased  one-fourth,  and 
price  reduced 


FROM  $2.00  TO  $1.00  PER  YEAR 


since  Adopted  by  State 
Alliance. 

Read  Page  25  of  these  Minutes. 

North  Carolina  Stat*  Library 
Raleigh 
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